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FROM THE PRINCIPAL  

Kaya,  

Welcome to the first addition of the school newsletter for Semester Two 

Last week we had a fantastic assembly item from Ms Jaxon’s class, performing “What made Tiddalik Laugh” by Joanna 
Troughton. The Aboriginal Dreamtime story of Tiddalik the frog has a message about the importance of sharing and the 
consequences of being greedy. It tells the story of a giant frog who drinks all the water which causes a drought. The other 
animals must work together to make him laugh and release the water back into the environment.  The students did an 
amazing job and really enjoyed themselves as did the audience who laughed along with them to the story being told and 
performed.  

Waroona District High School is continuing to grow in student numbers and as we continue to grow, we are continuing to 
improve the learning environment, modernise and make upgrades to the school to meet the needs of a growing school 
community. Over the recent school holidays, we have completed the installation of the reverse cycle air conditioning to 
all the rooms in the primary block, which will provide year-round comfort for our students and teachers.  All key rooms in 
the school now have reverse cycle air conditioning. We also refurbished the lower primary activity area to provide a more 
user friendly and engaging space for our Year 1-3 students. In the undercover area we replaced our ageing sound system 
and digital projector with a state-of-the-art audio system and TV cube wall.   

Our recent NAPLAN results indicate that students who have remained at Waroona District High School for the last two 
years made higher progress in the majority of test areas between the 2023 and 2025 testing cycles than their peers in 
“Like Schools, WA Public Schools and Australian Schools”.  We are hoping to build on in the years to come.  These results 
are a fantastic achievement and highlight the efforts put in by our students, as well as the important work that teachers 
are doing with Explicit Instruction and Engagement Norms in the classroom.   

Finally, I look forward to seeing many of you at our upcoming Faction Carnival in two weeks’ time.  

Kind regards, 

Mr Gareth Smith 
PRINCIPAL 
 
 

FROM THE DEPUTIES  
Whole School Initiatives Deputy 
Hello everyone and welcome back to what has been a very busy start to Term Three. The start of the term 
has seen a flurry of activity with a number of camps and excursions taking place. Along with this, students 
have been hard at work progressing through their lessons at the start of a new semester.  

Due to the busy start to the term, our Term 2 90% attendance lunch for students 2 will be held on Friday of Week 5 (22nd 
August). This will be an excellent reward for students that achieved regular attendance. We have seen a drop off in 
attendance at the end of Term 2 and the beginning of Term 3. We completely understand that the colder weather brings 
with it colds and flus, however, everyday counts and we need students at school as often as possible. Please make every 
effort to attend and not miss critical content.  

The Education Department is currently in the roll out phase of Project Kaartdijin. This is the new computer software that 

will manage school attendance and behaviour. Parents will already have had some interactions with this platform, as 

you will receive a notification when your student is not at school. The next step in our journey at Waroona District High 

School is to bring the behaviour side online.   
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What this means is that letters and notifications will be sent out if your student receives a Buddy Class in the Primary 
School or three reflections in the High School. We also have the opportunity to add positive behaviours and update 
parents on the great things that their students are doing whilst at school. More information will follow over the coming 
terms and in 2026, parents will receive log in details to be able to get onto the Compass platform to further interact with 
the school. 

Finally, I would like to share some information about the importance of reading. Research shows that students need to 
be exposed to 2000 word before the age of two. Reading to your child is a fantastic way to do this and builds strong habits 
of reading and a love of learning. Reading to your student every night and getting them to read to you builds vocabulary 
and comprehension skills. I encourage all parents to participate in reading with their children as much as possible. 

Mr Matthew White  
DEPUTY PRINCIPAL 
 

Primary Deputy 

Term Three has begun smoothly with most classes well into their new learning programs.  We thank those 
parents who braved the cold to participate in the Report Interviews afternoon.  A partnership between home 
and school always has the best outcomes for students! 

With the cold weather we have seen a clear spike in colds and flus amongst the students, and this has clearly affected 
their attendance.  We ask that parents phone in to explain any absences as this helps us with consideration of our ‘Good 
Standing’ policy.  With any prolonged sicknesses, medical certificates will assist with your child’s qualification.  

Some key dates that are on the horizon are below: 

• Room 25 Assembly (Friday 22nd August – Week 5 not 6) 

• Primary Jumps and Throws Day (Tuesday 26th August) 

• Faction Athletics Carnival (Friday 29th August) (Back up on the 2nd Sept) 

• School Development Day (Friday 5th September) 

• Primary Interschool Athletics Carnival (Thursday 18th September) 

Congratulations to the Year 6 class on their recent fundraising venture gaining around $800 toward their School Camp in 
Term 4.  The Disco raised about $1200 with both events reducing Camp costs by around $70 per student. 

Have a great second half of Term Three! 

Mr Carl Carulli 
DEPUTY PRINCIPAL  
 

Secondary Deputy 

I firstly would like to commend our High School students on a very business-like start to the term. Students 
are respecting our Orderly Classroom environment and the Have A Go attitude to their schoolwork. 

NAPLAN data analysis is taking place by staff now which will guide this semester’s planning. Staff are once 
again, extremely proud that Waroona DHS students have maintained the high standard it set a few years ago. 
We have a high percentage of students in Year 9 pre-qualifying for all aspects of OLNA (Online Literacy and Numeracy 
Assessment) since we have been tracking. One of the most pleasing aspects of this year’s results, relates to the excellent 
progress students are making between testing cycles. 

Our students are working hard developing their sporting skills and techniques in preparation for the Athletics Carnival, to 
be held on the 29th August. Once again, they will be competing in a range of running races along with some of the more 
popular field events.  

RUOK day is to be held on the 12th September. A range of activities will take place during the day with a colour run 
organised to finish the day.  

We have numerous camps, incursions and excursions organised for the term. These include Bush Ranger camps, Busselton 
Pedal Prix, and Country Week at the end of term. I encourage all students to work hard and engage in as many activities 
as they can. 

Mr David Mattin  
DEPUTY PRINCIPAL 
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ASSEMBLY MERIT CERTIFICATES  
The following students received merits at our first assembly this term:  

 

DEADLY KOOLINGA CHEF PROGRAM 

Some of our Year 5 students have been cooking up a storm whilst enjoying the Deadly Koolinga Chef Program at Waroona 

DHS.  It is an innovative cooking and nutrition class teaching students kitchen safety, meal planning and budgeting, cooking 

and food storage. 

            

 

Year 1 Jackson Lowe    

Year 2 
Zane Knox 

Selina Beznoska 

Asha Grimlinger Chloe Mohamad Isabel Davies 

 

Year 3 Rylan Licciardello Aliyah Poultney   

Year 4 Carter Abnett Lilly Angel   

Year 5 Alyce Dearing X 2 Nate Grimlinger   

Year 6 Zac-Si Paskin Isobel Wilson Zayden Thomas  

Year 7 
Tauri Pisconeri 

Tyler Butler 

Rayne Brown 

Deegan Johnson 

Seth Anderson 

Emmy Spatara 

Archie Slack 

Chloe Lunamaria Rico 

Year 8 Kaisha Lloyd    

Year 9 Kynan Stokes    

Year 10     

Enrol now: 
Education.wa.edu/vacswim 

Need help? Call 9402 6412 or email 
vacswim@education.wa.edu.au 
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Community News  

    

  

IMPORTANT DATES 

School Development Day 

Friday 5 September – students DO NOT attend 

Term 3 Finishes 

Friday 26 September 2025 – Last bell 3:00pm 

Term 4 Commences 

Monday 13 October2025 – First Bell 8:45am 

IMPORTANT DATES 

Athletics – Primary Jumps & Throws 

Tuesday 26 August 2025 

Athletics – Secondary Jumps & Throws 

Wednesday 27 August 2025 

Athletics Carnival – Whole School 

Friday - 29 August 2025 
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