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FROM THE PRINCIPAL  

Kaya, 

Welcome to the first edition of the school newsletter for Term 2, 2026.  I want to update you on a few 
key things this newsletter. 

Staff changes - There are a few staffing changes I want to make the community aware of.  Mrs Zeverona (née Stella) 
has stepped into the role of Secondary Deputy Principal following Miss Sjollema’s promotion to Harvey Agricultural 
College.  Mr Wallis has joined us as a Physical Education teacher while Mrs Caratti is on leave and Miss Rhodes has 
returned to Waroona DHS as a generalist teacher. 

I will be taking Long Service Leave for the next few weeks. During this time, Mr Olver will join the team as Principal 
until my return. 

Time to talk - The Department of Education has introduced changes to the end-of-semester reporting process, which 
will result in some minor adjustments to the overall report comments compared to the previous year. As part of 
these changes, schools are now able to schedule full-day closures to facilitate parent/teacher meetings focused on 
student progress. 

On Monday 27 July (Week 2, Term 3), the school will be closed for the day, and no classes will be held. Families will 
need to make alternative arrangements for their children during school hours. 

This dedicated time will allow staff to engage more meaningfully with parents, either through face-to-face or 
telephone meetings, to discuss each child’s progress. Further details on how to book appointments on this day will 
be provided alongside the end-of-semester reports. 

P&C - Our Parent and Citizens’ (P&C) Association volunteers do a fantastic job, often working behind the scenes to 
raise funds and support the work of the school, and by extension, the wider Waroona community. In two weeks’ 
time, we will celebrate P&C Day, an annual opportunity to recognise and thank P&Cs for their valuable contributions, 
their role in fostering community involvement, and their support of school activities and essential resources. 

I would like to sincerely thank the dedicated volunteers of our P&C for everything they do for Waroona DHS. In 
recent years, however, we have seen a decline in volunteer numbers, which has limited our ability to do some of the 
things we would like to do, including opening the canteen more regularly. 

If you are interested in joining the P&C, please contact them or the school administration, we would be delighted to 
welcome new volunteers.  

Fuel issues - We understand that current fuel issues may be concerning for some of our families.  

At this stage, we do not anticipate any changes to our normal school operations or scheduled activities. Should this 
situation change, we will communicate with families as early as possible. 

Families are encouraged to support regular student attendance to ensure the continuity of learning and to support 
positive learning outcomes wherever possible.  

Please know that our door is always open. We value your family’s place in our school community and look forward 
to a successful term together. 

I wish you all a safe and happy Term 2. 

Mr Gareth Smith 

PRINCIPAL 

  



   
 

FROM THE DEPUTIES  
Associate Principal 

Hello everyone, and welcome back to what has been a very busy start to Term 2. Students have been 
progressing well through their lessons, and it is great to see the level of engagement that is occurring 
across the school.  Initial data has begun to come in for students who sat NAPLAN, with the trends 
appearing positive, especially in Years 5 and 9. Students in Years 4, 6 and 8 will be sitting their off years 
tests, set up by the school to capture strengths and weaknesses in those years groups, to help teachers 
cater to the needs of our students. 
With attendance, we have had a really positive start to the term. We had a large number of students receive a reward 
for 90% attendance in Term 1. There will be further rewards to recognise this effort in Weeks 6 and 11 of this term. 
Currently we have an overall attendance of 87.2%, with 54.2% of our students as regular attenders. We would love 
to get that number up over 60 by the end of the term and I encourage all students to get to school every day. 
Touching on a few procedural matters. All public schools in Western Australia are moving to Compass education 
software; parents will have already started to receive notifications for positive engagement at school. The schools 
next phase is to roll out notifications when students don’t meet behaviour expectations. These will commence some 
time in Week 5. Following this in Term 3, parents will receive a letter with their log on details and will be able to 
interact with the platform. Parents will be able to log absences as well as be updated with news from classroom 
teachers.  
Finally, after reviewing procedures and consultation with the Department, we would like to let parents know about 
the procedure if a student is arriving or departing school at times other than a normal scheduled time. All students 
who are late need to be signed in through Administration, students are then free to go to class. For students who 
are being picked up early, parents need to go to the Administration and sign the student out. For students in Year 2 
and below the parent can collect the student. The Administration will ring and ask students older than Year 2 to walk 
up to the administration building.  If you need to drop lunch off to your child, please drop it at the Administration 
and the student will be notified that their lunch is there. Thank you in advance for helping with these new 
procedures. I hope everyone has an excellent start of the term.   
Mr Matthew White 
ASSOCIATE PRINCIPAL 

Primary Deputy 

As we continue through the term, it has been wonderful to see students in our early childhood and 
primary school increasingly settled into school life and growing in confidence within their classrooms 
and routines. 

Enrolments - We would like to extend a very warm welcome to students who started this term! We also welcome 
Laurence (PP) who will join us next week.  

On the topic of enrolments, we welcome new Kindergarten applications for the 2027 school year. Children born 
between July 2022 and June 2023 are eligible for enrolment. Waroona DHS provides a strong focus on the early years 
and primary years, with some great opportunities for students 

• Our National Quality Standard report recognised approaches to evidence based play-based learning and explicit 
teaching approach noting "It is evident that early childhood educators demonstrate strong knowledge of practices 
that support how young children learn. Many educators acknowledged the importance of child-centred learning 
opportunities and are actively working towards achieving an effective blend of purposeful play-based learning 
and explicit teaching. This approach aligns with educators’ beliefs, children’s needs, and contemporary 
pedagogy" 

• Waroona DHS also maintains partnerships with  organisations such as Telethon Speech and Hearing provides 
opportunities for early intervention.  

  



   
 

If you're considering Kindergarten for 2027 and wish to do a school tour or have a chat, please reach out to our 
Administration or via email and we would love to show you and your child/ren around to make you feel comfortable.  

 

 

LILAC Day - In the lead up to Mother’s Day this Sunday, students have been busy participating in Ladies I Love and 
Cherish (LILAC) celebrations, we recognise that families are diverse and students have many special people in their 
life who they can celebrate this day with. Across the school, students have enjoyed opportunities to reflect on and 
appreciate the important women in their lives through a range of thoughtful activities and creations. We hope all of 
the special women in our community enjoy a wonderful Mother’s Day. 

Primary Disco (Week 10) - Looking ahead, our primary school disco will be taking place later this term in Week 10. 
Our P&C are already excitedly discussing themes, and we look forward to sharing more information with families 
soon. 

K-2 Planning - Over recent weeks, it has been fantastic visiting classrooms across our Early Childhood area and seeing 
the learning growth already taking place. Students are becoming increasingly familiar with classroom expectations 
and routines, building strong foundations for learning and independence. It has been especially pleasing to observe 
our Kindergarten and Pre-Primary students engaged in pre-writing experiences, developing their fine motor skills, 
letter awareness and confidence through hands-on activities. Learning portfolios collated by teachers have started 
to capture these important early milestones and celebrate student growth. Our Early Childhood staff (K-2) recently 
attended a Professional Learning facilitated by ACEL (Australian Council for Education Leaders) and Dr Amie Fabry 
(Early Years Consultant), where we will continue to build our K-2 early years classroom planning and improvements 
to outdoor spaces as time goes on. 

Classroom Showcase – PP - Our Pre-Primary students have been immersed in a wonderful literacy-rich inquiry 
inspired by the story "We’re Going on a Bear Hunt" by Michael Rosen. Throughout the fortnight, students packed 
bags for their adventures, created mazes and obstacle courses for their bears, designed masks, and explored 
problem-solving through imaginative play both inside and outside the classroom. 

A highlight was the outdoor Bear Hunt showcase, where students enthusiastically retold the story and recreated 
each part of the journey together. Their investigations even extended into collecting “bear clues” using iPads and 
creating traps with tasty treats to see what might attract a bear to the playground! It has been fantastic to see such 
creativity, collaboration and excitement for learning. 

Supporting Emotional Regulation - As part of supporting children in their learning journey, we also recognise that 
in early years and primary stages, students can experience very big emotions. At school, staff work closely with 



   
 

students to build emotional awareness and regulation strategies, helping children to identify feelings, communicate 
their needs and develop calming strategies when feeling overwhelmed. 

Some simple strategies families may also find helpful to replicate at home include: 

• Naming the feeling (“I can see you’re feeling frustrated/sad/excited.”) 

• Using calm breathing techniques such as square breathing (breathe in for 4, hold for 4, breathe out for 4, hold to 
the count of 4) 

• Creating predictable routines 

• Offering choices such as drawing, reading, movement or quiet spaces 

• Modelling calm responses and problem-solving together 

Supporting children to recognise and regulate emotions is an important part of helping them feel safe, connected 
and ready to learn both at home and at school. A great resource from Monash University uses movement as a 
regulation tool with some ideas you can use at home too:  

https://www.monash.edu/medicine/psych/research/projects/joy-of-moving-program-in-
australia/resources/families  

Social Media / Mobile Phones & Smart Watches - Recently, we have observed an 
increase in upper primary students discussing access to social media platforms 
outside of school, particularly Snapchat, as well as increased use of smart watches 
and phones arriving at school. As a school, we continue to work closely with students 
around safe and age-appropriate online behaviours, respectful communication and 
the importance of healthy boundaries with technology. 

We would like to remind families that the Department of Education’s “Off and Away 
All Day” approach remains in place for mobile phones and smart devices. This means 
student mobile phones should be turned off and stored away for the duration of the 
school day unless required for approved medical purposes. Smart watches such as 
'SpaceTalk' or Apple watches should be switched to flight mode/school mode whilst 
at school. Students are welcome to keep devices stored safely at our Administration, 
or alternatively by discussing this with their classroom teacher for a safe storage 
place in their classroom (eg: bag/teacher's desk, etc).  

We encourage families to regularly monitor online activity, conversations and app 
usage at home, particularly as many social media platforms have age restrictions and can expose children to complex 
social situations before they are developmentally ready to navigate them independently. Maintaining open 
conversations around respectful online behaviour, digital safety and balance with technology is an important 
partnership between home and school. 

Families may also find the eSafety Commissioner website helpful, with a range of practical resources, webinars and 
guides available to support parents in navigating social media, online safety and age-appropriate technology use 
with children. 

https://www.esafety.gov.au/parents/webinars 

Mrs Hannah Moore 
DEPUTY PRINCIPAL 
 

Secondary Deputy 

Hi all,  

Welcome back, I’m hoping you all had a restful and relaxing break. It has been great to have all our 
students back and so eager to commence their learning. Having worked at the school for a number 
of years, I am delighted to have the opportunity to step into the role of High School Deputy.  

I must say how quickly the term flew by, with lots of incursions and excursions happing. The school was definitely 
buzzing!  Last week, some of our Year 9 and 10 students had the opportunity to meet with representatives from the 
U.S. Consulate. This was a fantastic opportunity for students to gain insight into what studying overseas may involve, 
as well as explore the range of career opportunities available through the consulate. 

https://www.monash.edu/medicine/psych/research/projects/joy-of-moving-program-in-australia/resources/families
https://www.monash.edu/medicine/psych/research/projects/joy-of-moving-program-in-australia/resources/families
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.esafety.gov.au%2Fparents%2Fwebinars&data=05%7C02%7Cneroli.pich%40education.wa.edu.au%7C048827495a084b0dca8208deab16b7e9%7Ce08016f9d1fd4cbb83b0b76eb4361627%7C0%7C0%7C639136312093217105%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=ZEH8JnJu5PSLgESeJTdwB8drD0pwDlnsJxWPIyOPxxc%3D&reserved=0


   
 

Finally, it has been amazing to see all of our C.A.R.E.S containers in both the primary and the secondary areas filling 
up with the coloured tickets. When a student is seen by a member of staff displaying a C.A.R.E.S positive behaviour, 
the student will receive a coloured puzzle piece ticket corresponding to the values – yellow for considerate, blue for 
aspiring, red for responsible, green for engaging and purple for safe. We congratulate the latest students for being 
our winners at the latest assembly and encourage all students to continue striving for excellence. 

Finally, I encourage all students to continue attending, continue making positive choice and trying their best, after 
all, "You're braver than you believe, stronger than you seem, and smarter than you think". 

Mrs Monique Zeverona 
DEPUTY PRINCIPAL 
 

CHAPLAINS CHAT 

Welcome back everyone to Term 2 

I hope you all had a restful break and are settling back into the school routine.  

My name is Demi and I’m the school chaplain here at WDHS. My role is to support the wellbeing of both students 
and families.  I have access to a range of supports including food hampers, fresh produce, essential items and 
connections to community services. If things are ever feeling a little tough, or you just need a bit of extra support, 
please don’t hesitate to reach out. 

You can contact me at any time:         demi.crognale@youthcare.org.au 

Looking forward to a great term ahead :) 

Demi 
School Chaplain (Mon–Wed) 
 

ASSEMBLY MERIT CERTIFICATES  

The following students received merits at our first assembly this term:  

 

IMPORTANT DATES 

Friday, 29 May  - School Development Day – Students do not attend 

Monday, 1 June – Public Holiday – Western Australia Day 

Friday, 3 July – Last day of Term 2 - Last bell 3:00pm 

Monday, 20 July – First day of Term 3 – First bell 8:45am  

Year 1 Mason Hawke Livinia Cooper Archie MacDonald Cecelia Nannup 

Year 2 Oliver Dent Kingston Pickett   

Year 3 Zane Knox Harlow McDerment Caleb Harris  

Year 4 Dean Dryburgh Georgia Lees Evie Nancarrow  

Year 5 Thomas Wilson Ruby Waldon   

Year 6 Aurora Bailey Maxwell Hardie Allyssa Waldon  

Year 7 Kacee Weil (x2) Mila Williams Amber-Lee Pickett  

Year 8 
Lyla Grimlinger 

Millie Gill 

Chloe Rico 

Kaitlyn Walker 

Lilly Wilcox Nicholas Lee 

Year 9 Chase Birch    

Year 10 Rubee Bailey India Brown   

mailto:demi.crognale@youthcare.org.au


   
 

PEDAL PRIX 

What an incredible day for our Waroona DHS Pedal Prix teams at the first 2026 WA Pedal Prix event held at the Bunbury 
City Kart Club on May 2nd! 

Both our Year 6 and Open teams successfully completed the challenging 6-hour race, showing determination, teamwork 
and resilience throughout the day. Our Year 6 team, made up almost entirely of first-time riders (with Ruby Rose bringing 
a little experience to the group), took on the challenge with fantastic enthusiasm and courage. The Open team, featuring 
students from Years 7–10, worked together brilliantly as they pushed through changing conditions, fatigue and the 
demands of endurance racing. 

While no major placings were achieved this round, the real success was building a new racing team culture, developing 
confidence, fitness, teamwork and the willingness to try something completely different. Every student represented the 
school with pride and showed tremendous sportsmanship. 

A huge thank you must go to the parents and families who supported the event. Your encouragement, assistance and 
enthusiasm made the day possible — without your support, opportunities like this simply could not happen. We are 
already looking forward to the next race! 

 

    

    

    

 

  



   
 

ANZAC DAY COMMERATIONS 

Our students came together as a school community to commemorate ANZAC Day and honour the service and 
sacrifice of those who have served our country. 

Our students showed great respect throughout the service, reflecting on the importance of remembrance and 
what it means to be part of a community that values courage, mateship and sacrifice. 

Each classroom thoughtfully created a wreath, which was laid at our tribute table as part of the service. These 
wreaths were a beautiful representation of reflection, gratitude and learning across the school. 

We are proud of the way our students engaged in this important occasion with such care and respect. 
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